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3

rd
 HESA BIENNIAL RESEARCH & INNOVATION CONFEFRENCE STARTS TOMORROW  

 
HESA’s 3

rd
 Biennial Research & Innovation Conference starts tomorrow for two days (2-3 April, 2014) at 

the CSIR International Conference Centre in Lynnwood, Pretoria.  
 
Themed “Higher Education engaging with the National Development Plan (NDP): Exploring the 
Possibilities and Limits in Research & Innovation,” this conference provides a platform to discuss priorities 
identified in the NDP in relation to Research & Innovation. The primary objective is to allow the University 
Sector to interrogate the priorities with a view to devising a plan to give effect to some of them, 
particularly those that relate to Research and Innovation. 
 
The speaker line-up includes Mr Trevor Manuel, Minister in the Presidency: National Planning, who will 
deliver a keynote address on Day One. Mr Sizwe Nxasana: CEO of FirstRand Limited is a Guest Speaker 
at tomorrow night’s Gala Dinner.   
 
On Day Two, the plenary, which looks at international perspectives, features a South African expatriate, 
Prof Arnold van Zyl, Rector of Chemnitz Technical University in Germany and Prof John Goddard of 
Newcastle University in the United Kingdom.  Both speakers will share their respective institutions’ 
insights and experiences on creating an enabling environment for research and innovation. They will also 
discuss how their institutions have developed partnerships with industry and government to advance their 
research and innovation imperatives.  
 
Day Two will see delegates breaking into three sessions to explore such sub-themes as: Creating an 
Enabling Environment for Research & Innovation; Increasing Post-Graduate Access and Outputs and 
Supporting the Renewal of the Academic Profession. This event, attended strictly by invitation, is 
assembling no less than 120 delegates drawn from universities, government, the science councils, and 
industry.  
  
“The HESA Biennial Research & Innovation conference has established itself as a premier item on the 
higher education calendar. First held in 2010 and every two years since, it brings together universities, 
industry, government and science councils to discuss better ways through which research and innovation 
could be improved in our country. We are hoping to emerge from the 2014 conference with a set of 
strategies and opportunities to better advance the research and innovation agenda for universities.” – 
HESA CEO, Dr Jeffrey Mabelebele 
 

For more information, kindly contact HESA as follows: 
 
Dr Jeffrey Mabelebele 
Chief Executive Officer, Higher Education South Africa 
Telephone:  012 481 2842 
 
 
 
 



About Higher Education South Africa  
Higher Education South Africa (HESA) is an association of public universities in South Africa. HESA acts 
to support the higher education sector in South Africa through advancing the interest and promoting the 
benefits of public universities to the nation, and developing policy positions on higher education matters. 
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