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Press Statement: 26 March 2014 

 
HESA ANNOUNCES AN INTERIM CHAIRPERSON 

 
Higher Education South Africa (HESA), an association of South Africa’s public universities announces the 
appointment of its Deputy Chairperson, Dr Max Price as Interim Chairperson of the HESA Board – with 
immediate effect. To this end, a substantive Chairperson will be elected at its scheduled Annual General 
Meeting in July 2014. 
 
The appointment, made at the first sitting of the HESA Board yesterday, follows Dr Saleem Badat’s 
decision to step down as the Chairperson of the HESA Board and his recent resignation as Vice-
Chancellor of Rhodes University. The HESA CEO, Dr Jeffrey Mabelebele said: “On behalf of HESA, I 
would like to express our gratitude to Dr Badat for the sterling contribution he made over the years to the 
work of HESA. Undoubtedly, Dr Badat contributed immensely to the policy reforms in our Higher 
Education system. 
 
“Equally, HESA is pleased to welcome a person of Dr Max Price’s calibre as its Interim Chairperson and 
looks forward to working with him to further advance the interests of our Higher Education system as a 
whole,” Dr Mabelebele stated.  
 
About Dr Max Price 
Dr Max Price has been at the helm of UCT since July 2008, in which period he was instrumental in 
elevating UCT’s status to that of a leading university in Africa and a formidable global player in higher 
education. Within HESA, he was serving his second term as Deputy Chairperson of the Board. 

From 1996 to 2006, Dr Price served as Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of the 
Witwatersrand (Wits).  As Dean and member of the senior executive team of Wits, he spearheaded a 
series of transformation initiatives, including the Internal Reconciliation Commission which challenged the 
Faculty to come to terms with its role under apartheid.  He established a new graduate entry medical 
degree, academic programs in rural health, bioethics, sports medicine, emergency medicine, and 
biomedical sciences.  He also founded South Africa's first university-owned private teaching hospital, and 
the first university research company and raised over R130 million for new initiatives in the Faculty of 
Health Sciences.  He also oversaw major construction and relocation projects associated with the Faculty 
of Health Sciences. 

Apart from numerous other professional responsibilities, Dr Price was previously Chairperson of the 
National Committee of Medical Deans and served for ten years as a member of the Medical and Dental 
Professions Board of SA.  He holds an MBBCh degree from the University of the Witwatersrand which he 
obtained in 1979; a BA (Hons) PPE (Oxon 1983); an MSc in Community Health from the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine; and a Diploma in Occupational Health from Wits. 

Dr Price has published extensively in local and international journals and written over 100 articles and 
academic conference papers on a range of subjects including health systems research, political economy 
of health; health economics and financing; privatization and medical aids; medical education and human 
resources for health. 



For more information, kindly contact HESA as follows: 
 
Dr Jeffrey Mabelebele 
Chief Executive Officer, Higher Education South Africa 
Telephone:  012 481 2842 
 

About Higher Education South Africa  
Higher Education South Africa (HESA) is an association of public universities in South Africa. HESA acts 
to support the higher education sector in South Africa through advancing the interest and promoting the 
benefits of public universities to the nation, and developing policy positions on higher education matters. 
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