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HESA has examined the statement made by the Higher Education 
Transformation Network (HETN) on 10 April 2013 with regard to the statements 
alleged to have been made by Professor Jonathan Jansen in the recent period, 
and we are astounded at the ease with which HETN selects to question the 
integrity of HESA, and by implication, its Board of Directors. HESA takes a dim 
view of some of the issues raised in the HETN’s statement. Although it is not 
HESA’s place to comment on the merits or demerits of the statements alleged to 
have been made by Professor Jonathan Jansen, Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of the Free State, we nevertheless take issue with a view that his 
statements are “... an example of the type of myopic management thinking 
prevalent within the corridors of Higher Education South Africa.” Professor 
Jansen made the statements in his capacity as a Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of the Free State, rather than in his capacity as a member of the HESA 
Board. His views, in no way reflect the views of HESA or its Board of Directors. It 
is very disingenuous of the HETN to interpret his statements, made in his 
individual capacity as a Vice-Chancellor to be a collective representation “... of a 
myopic management thinking prevalent within the corridors of HESA”. 
 
We have observed all along HETN’s unsavoury comments and remarks about 
HESA, which are often baseless, and devoid of an appreciation of the mandate 
of HESA in the context of the system of Higher Education. We can only infer that 
this kind of campaign to discredit HESA on issues that have nothing do with it is 
a ploy by the HETN to mobilise support for its agenda (however defined) against 
some of our member institutions. What we did not expect however are the depths 
to which HETN would sink to court publicity, the recklessness with which they will 
regurgitate information without checking the facts, and the ease with which it is 
prepared to peddle lies about HESA. 
 



HESA does hope that the media will not fall into the same trap, and will at least 
check the facts and the logic behind claims that HETN made. 
 
 
 
Ends 
 
About Higher Education South Africa 
Higher Education South Africa (HESA) is the leadership body that represents the 23 public Higher 
Education Institutions. Led by the Vice-Chancellors of these universities, HESA acts to support 
the higher education sector in South Africa through advancing and promoting the benefits of 
South African universities to the nation, and developing policy positions on higher education 
matters. 
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