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STATEMENT FROM HIGHER EDUCATION SOUTH AFRICA ON THE DEATH OF 
PROFESSOR RUSSEL BOTMAN, RECTOR AND VICE-CHANCELLOR OF 
STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY 
 
HESA is shocked and profoundly saddened by the death of Professor Russel Botman, 
Rector and Vice-Chancellor of Stellenbosch University during the night of Friday, 27 
June 2014. 
 
“On behalf of HESA and the entire university community, I wish to express our 
deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Professor Russel Botman, and to the 
Stellenbosch University community” said Interim Chairperson of the HESA, Dr Max 
Price. “He has served on the Board of HESA with distinction, and was for four years 
on the Executive Committee and was the Chairperson of the Finance and Investment 
Committee.” At a continental level, Prof Botman served as Vice-President of the 
Association for African Universities (AAU), as well as a member of the International 
Board of Trustees of the African Institute for Mathematics and Science (AIMS). 
 
“In the many decades he spent in Higher Education first as an academic and later as 
a University Rector and Vice-Chancellor, Professor Botman displayed courage, 
patience and determination in seeking solutions to many of his university’s most 
difficult challenges,” Dr Price said.  
 
Professor Botman challenged those around him with a particular commitment to 
increasing universities’ access to communities previously excluded from higher 
education, to supporting emerging researchers and to promoting the idea that the 
resources within universities should be harnessed to promote the wellbeing of 
communities they serve.  
 
His work and service were not confined to the realms of academe. He also served as 
the founding director of the Beyers Naudé Centre for Public Theology in Stellenbosch 
University’s Theology Faculty, and served as president of both the South African 
Council of Churches and the Southern Africa Alliance of Reformed Churches. He was 
awarded the international Abraham Kuyper Award for Excellence in Theology and the 
Public Life, and the American Bethel University’s prize for “remarkable 
accomplishments in education, theology, social justice and reconciliation”. He served as 



chairperson of the Church Development and Dialogue Community Trust, which is 
driving a large-scale project in the poorest communities of South Africa on behalf of the 
Global Fund. In 2009, he led a delegation of South African Constitutional Court judges, 
church leaders, academics and other civil society leaders to a first consultation with 
peers from China, the Netherlands and Turkey on the issue of global peace and 
security. In 1989, his contribution to justice and human dignity was recognised by a 
special prize from the city council of Milwaukee, America. 
 
“Prof Botman was a man of high integrity and humility, and his manner belied his 
office and his achievements. Under his leadership, Stellenbosch University has grown 
in stature locally and internationally,” said Dr Price. “He has also left his mark on the 
national higher education landscape.” 
 
We will miss him greatly, and will always treasure the wisdom and good humour that 
he so generously shared. We send our deepest condolences to his family during this 
sad time. 
 
For more information, kindly contact HESA as follows: 
 
Dr Jeffrey Mabelebele 
Chief Executive Officer 
Telephone: (012) 481 2842 
Mobile: 083 278 3359 
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