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Press Statement:  29 January 2014 

 
HESA CONDEMNS VIOLENT STUDENT PROTESTS AT UNIVERSITIES 

 
Higher Education South Africa (HESA), the representative body of South Africa’s universities, takes note 
of the recent student protests related to the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) funding 
allocations at the University of Johannesburg and Durban University of Technology.  
While we acknowledge that students have the right to express their grievances with regards to NSFAS 
allocations and related issues, HESA is disturbed by reports of unwarranted violence targeted at fellow 
students and the leadership at these universities. 
 
We especially condemn the violence and looting perpetrated by a limited number of students during the 
protests.  
 
Dr Saleem Badat, Chairperson of HESA, urged “members of the student representative councils and 
leaders of different student organisations at universities to refrain from destroying university property 
during their demonstrations.” He also reiterated “our long-standing position that individual students and 
organisations have the right to assemble and express their views, as long as this is done within the 
parameters of the law”. 
 
HESA calls on all students to observe the country's laws as well as common sense and respect for the 
rights of others in expressing their grievances. This appeal is particularly pertinent in the current university 
registration period. 

 
Seeing that the source of these student demonstrations is the perceived inability of NSFAS to settle part 
of students’ outstanding 2013 payment obligations to the universities, HESA appeals to the NSFAS to 
urgently find ways of enabling the affected students to re-register for the 2014 academic year.  
HESA is committed to continuing engagement with NSFAS and the Department of Higher Education and 
Training on these and related issues. Our commitment to find a lasting solution to this matter is informed 
by an overriding concern for the plight of academically deserving students who come from poor socio-
economic backgrounds. 
 
For more information, kindly contact HESA as follows: 
Dr Jeffrey Mabelebele 
Chief Executive Officer, Higher Education South Africa 
Telephone:  012 481 2842 
 

About Higher Education South Africa  
Higher Education South Africa (HESA) is the leadership body that represents the 23 public Higher 
Education Institutions. Led by the Vice-Chancellors of these universities, HESA acts to support the higher 
education sector in South Africa through advancing and promoting the benefits of South African 
universities to the nation, and developing policy positions on higher education matters. 
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