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Higher Education South Africa (HESA) notes with growing concern the violent student 
protests that are disrupting classes and academic life at Walter Sisulu University. In 
particular, HESA condemns the violence and damage to university property that has 
accompanied these protests. Similar to recent violent incidents at the University of the 
Western Cape and the University of Limpopo, there is a worrying trend emerging. 
 
“There are two issues here which are deeply regrettable for higher education,” says Prof 
Duma Malaza, the CEO of HESA. “Firstly there is a dangerous misunderstanding of the 
way in which the university operates. The protest is predicated on a misperception that the 
Vice-Chancellor has complete control over how an institution is governed. This 
assumption is simply wrong and completely negates the decision-making roles of Senate, 
of Council and the fact that all institutions are committed to transparent and good 
governance. 
 
“Prof Marcus Balintulo – as the Vice-Chancellor -- cannot simply waive rules in order to 
appease students, especially when there are already appropriate channels in place to 
deal with grievances. In fact, if he were to do so, he would be transgressing the very 
principle of sound governance. 
 
“Secondly there are other broader implications here. HESA is currently involved in the 
study of infrastructure at our institutions and the Chair of HESA, Prof Ihron Rensburg, has 
been appointed by the Minister to investigate the condition of residences. For its part, 
HESA is investigating the backlog of existing buildings and equipment especially in the 
light of increasing participation for future students. Historically disadvantaged institutions 
like Walter Sisulu University are the most affected by the infrastructural backlog and 
cannot afford further losses through pointless exercises of vandalism. Burning down 
busses and setting fire to a dining room is, in effect, destroying their own home for the 
period of their studies and is the further destruction of an already compromised 
infrastructure”, continues Malaza. 
 
“Worst of all,” argues Malaza, “it makes it increasingly difficult for the sector to lobby 
Government for additional infrastructural funding when students show a blatant disregard 
for what little there is currently. These violent acts not only show a disregard for their 
present homes but jeopardise the possibility for future students to access higher 
education.” 
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