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Foreword 
Scholarly	publishing	is	at	the	very	heart	of	the	academic	enterprise.	It	is	the	mechanism	by	which	research	findings	are	subjected	to	peer	review,	

which	brings	them	to	the	attention	of	scholars,	the	public	and	ultimately	embeds	them	in	the	global	enterprise	of	knowledge	production.	

Much	of	scholarly	publishing	is	captured	in	academic	journals	that	are	highly	specialised	and	have	the	propensity	to	be	quite	rarefied.	They	

are	the	first	port	of	call	for	academics	who	wish	to	subject	their	work	to	peer	review	and	recognition.	Having	said	this,	when	researchers	write	

scholarly	books,	this	usually	represents	the	drawing	together	of	many	threads	of	investigation,	analysis,	critique	and	reflection.	Both	forms	of	

publishing	are	fundamental	to	the	process	of	knowledge	creation.

Even	though	South	Africa	is	highly	dependent	on	the	international	journal	publishing	industry,	it	is	privileged	to	be	home	to	six	scholarly	

publishing	enterprises:	five	of	them	at	universities	and	one	at	the	Human	Sciences	Research	Council.	They	provide	South	African	academics	

and	 those	of	other	nations	with	excellent	pathways	 to	 the	publishing	of	 scholarly	books,	 thereby	ensuring	 that	South	Africa’s	experts	 in	

science,	 social	 sciences	 and	 humanities	 are	 represented	 in	 the	 global	 knowledge	 enterprise.	 South	 Africa	 produces	 about	 1%	 of	 global	

scholarly	writing.	This	is	a	significant	output.	

Our	scholarly	presses	play	other	critically	important	roles	related	to	the	world	of	publishing.	For	one,	they	provide	the	opportunity	for	risk	

taking	by	publishing	cutting-edge	novels,	novels	that	would	otherwise	not	see	the	light	of	day.	One	such	example	is	Phaswane	Mpe’s	Welcome 

to Our Hillbrow,	which	is	now	studied	at	universities	in	other	parts	of	the	world.	But	these	presses	also	provide	the	space	for	the	publication	of	

books	that	help	to	translate	complex	and	dense	ideas	and	knowledge	into	books	for	the	reading	public.	They	often	publish	beautiful	coffee	

table	books	and,	at	other	times,	books	that	unpack	the	world	of	science	for	non-experts.

This	booklet	has	been	assembled	with	the	purpose	of	bringing	to	the	attention	of	all	South	Africans,	not	just	the	wonderful	work	being	done	

by	the	presses,	but	some	sense	of	the	exceptional	quality	of	that	work.	

The	publication	comes	at	a	time	when	the	university	presses	are	under	enormous	pressure	because	of	the	vast	changes	taking	place	in	the	

world	of	publishing	through	the	introduction	of	new	digital	technologies,	changes	taking	place	in	the	culture	of	reading,	the	impact	of	social	

media	and,	perhaps	more	importantly,	the	gentle	slide	in	many	parts	of	the	world	towards	the	distrust	of	science,	of	experts,	of	knowledge,	

and	towards	dangerous	forms	of	anti-intellectualism.

It	is	for	these	reasons	that	Universities	South	Africa,	together	with	the	six	scholarly	publishers	–	AFRICAN	SUN	MeDIA	at	Stellenbosch	University;	

Human	Sciences	Research	Council	Press,	Wits	University	Press,	UCT	Press,	UKZN	Press,	and	Unisa	Press	–	decided	to	bring	the	presses	and	their	

work	to	the	attention	of	the	South	African	public.	The	presses	belong	to	us.	They	ought	to	be	built	and	defended,	if	for	no	other	reason	than	to	

ensure	that	we	make	a	small	but	indelible	dent	on	the	geopolitics	of	knowledge,	so	heavily	shaped	at	the	western	metropoles.	

While	these	South	African	presses	must	embrace	the	new	technologies	and	be	good	enough	to	compete	globally,	they	also	need	and	deserve	

our	attention.	

Ahmed	Bawa

Chief	Executive	Officer	–	Universities	South	Africa
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The contributions that universities make to our understanding of the world are mainly built bit by 
bit, over time, as teams of researchers contribute some small new understanding. Disseminating 
these small contributions to all those working in the field is crucial to such incremental knowledge 
development. And academic publications are the key way to disseminate knowledge.

But publication is not the goal – it’s just the means. The goal is knowledge dissemination.1 

South Africa’s scholarly  presses: 
an overview

South	Africa	cannot	afford	to	lose	its	scholarly	presses.	They	play	a	critical	role	in	our	society	by	disseminating	and	preserving	locally	produced	

knowledge	that	 is	accessible	to	the	general	public	–	both	in	readability	and	affordability	–	and	in	growing	knowledge,	which	contributes	

ultimately	to	the	country’s	economy	and	intellectual	endeavour.	They	also	provide	publishing	opportunities	for	emerging	academics,	who	

would	struggle	to	be	signed	on	by	reputable	international	publishers.	Yet,	these	presses	face	increasing	challenges	to	remain	sustainable.	

There	are	52	scholarly	presses	across	Africa.2	However,	according	to	research	published	in	The	African	University	Press,	only	15	were	actively	

publishing,	 of	which	 around	one-third	were	based	 in	 South	Africa.3	The	 relatively	 strong	position	of	 university	presses	on	 the	 continent	

reflects	that	of	the	research	output	of	South	African	universities:	while	published	African	research	increased	from	1.58%	in	2005	to	3.18%	in	

2016,4	the	South	African	contribution	to	world	research	that	year	was	0.99%	(just	under	one-third	of	continental	research).	In	2017	research	

output	accredited	by	the	Department	of	Higher	Education	and	Training	(DHET)	amounted	to	18	872	units5	(books,	journal	articles,	conference	

proceedings	–	of	which	books	counted	for	11.7%,	almost	70%	of	which	were	in	the	Humanities	and	Social	Sciences).6 

Of	the	three	types	of	scholarly	publications,	books	reach	the	widest	readership	and	so	are	best	placed	to	stimulate	“robust	public	discourse”	

and	“enhance	 human	 capital”,	 two	 of	 the	 recommendations	 of	 the	 National	 Development	 Plan	 (NDP)	 2030	 to	 encourage	 citizens	 to	 be	

responsible	for	their	own	development.	Based	on	original	research,	they	contribute	to	the	innovation	system	and	enable	the	shift	to	a	more	

knowledge-intensive	economy,	which	are	also	among	the	aims	of	the	NDP	2030.	They	contribute	to	the	sustainable	development	goals	of	

Quality	Education	(4)	and	Innovation	(9).

1 Sioux	McKenna,	 Director	 of	 Postgraduate	 Studies	 at	 Rhodes	 University.	 9	May	 2019.	 South	 African	 research	 output	 has	 risen,	 but	 caution	must	 temper	
celebration,	The	Conversation.
2 Hans	Zell.	22	September	2017.	The	African	university	press	–	A	gloomy	picture.	https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20170922175606239	
(accessed	31.5.19)
3 Francois	van	Schalkwyk	and	Thierry	M	Luescher.	2017.	The	African	University	Press.	African	Minds:	Cape	Town,	p.	15.	
4 C	Beaudry,	J	Mouton	and	H	Prozesky.	2018.	The	Next	Generation	of	Scientists	in	Africa.	African	Minds:	Cape	Town.
5	DHET	Report	on	the	Evaluation	of	the	2017	Universities’	Research	Output.
6	Ibid.
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The	presses	believe	they	have	distinctive	identities	determined	by,	in	some	cases,	a	regional	slant,	as	well	as	differences	in	subject	matter	and	

format,	in	types	of	publication	and	even	in	language.

Each	has	 its	own	publishing	strategy,	which	 is	more	–	or	 less	–	hybrid	 in	nature,	depending	on	the	press,	and	each	has	different	ways	of	

sourcing	the	funds	that	enable	them	to	publish.	

They	are	all	linked	to	and	support	different	research	institutions.	In	addition,	some	presses	have	strategic	partnerships	with	other	research	

institutions	in	South	Africa	and	within	Africa.	Some	have	formal	partnerships	with	international	scholarly	publishers.	Some	support	South	

African	universities	that	don’t	have	presses.

In	an	attempt	to	find	a	solution	to	keep	the	South	African	scholarly	presses	alive,	Prof	Ahmed	Bawa,	CEO	of	Universities	South	Africa	(USAf),	

commissioned	a	report	which	was	completed	in	February	2019.	

The	report	may	be	accessed	on	the	USAf	website	via:	https://www.usaf.ac.za/scholarly-presses-in-south-africa-how-sustainable-are-they/

The role and value of scholarly presses 

The	report,	University Presses in South Africa – Position and Prospects	(2019),	focuses	on	six	South	African	scholarly	presses.	Five	are	in	varying	

degrees	 linked	 to	universities	 –	AFRICAN	SUN	MeDIA	 to	Stellenbosch	University;	Wits	University	Press,	UCT	Press,	UKZN	Press	 and	Unisa	

Press	–	and	one	is	part	of	a	research	institute,	the	Human	Sciences	Research	Council	(HSRC)	Press.	Compiled	from	readings	on	the	subject,	

questionnaires	and	interviews	with	the	publishers,	the	USAf	report	sets	out	to	assess	the	importance	of	these	presses	both	to	the	universities	

and	the	country’s	research	system	and,	most	importantly,	to	determine	their	future	sustainability.

University	presses	have	been	around	since	Cambridge	University	Press	printed	its	first	book	in	1584.	In	South	Africa	they	started	in	the	early	

20th	century.

Whether	called	academic	or	scholarly	presses,	they	are	attached	–	loosely	or	tightly	–	to	universities	or	research	institutes.	Their	main	aim	

is	to	publish	books	of	high	scholarly	quality,	and	the	USAf	report	stated	that	many	saw	their	role	as	adding	to	the	prestige	of	their	parent	

institutions.

Prof	Bawa,	 in	a	National	Research	Foundation	 (NRF)	workshop	on	“The	Ethics	of	Scholarly	Publishing”	held	on	11	April	 in	2018,	said,	“The	

purposes	of	scholarly	publishing,	other	than	the	satisfaction	and	joy	that	it	creates,	are	the	creation	of	scholarly	writings	to	preserve	scholarly	

knowledge	(standing	on	the	shoulders	of	giants),	as	well	as	delivering	public	good.”

Katherine	Newman,	Provost	and	Senior	Vice-Chancellor	for	Academic	Affairs	at	the	University	of	Massachusetts,	Amherst	in	the	US,	takes	the	

issue	of	“public	good”	further.	In	an	article	in	The Scholarly Kitchen,	the	blog	of	the	US-based	Society	for	Scholarly	Publishing	(SSP),	published	

on	9	November	2015,	Newman	says,	“I	don’t	think	it	is	an	exaggeration	to	claim	that	university	presses	are	essential	to	democracy	…	They	

provide	an	opportunity	to	dwell	at	length	on	the	social	problems	of	our	time	and	of	times	past	…	They	raise	awareness	through	the	vehicle	

of	scholarship.”

Niko	Pfund,	President	and	Academic	Publisher	of	Oxford	University	Press,	says	in	the	same	blog,	“At	a	time	when	the	amount	of	unhelpful	

white	noise	around	important	issues	of	the	day	seems	ever	louder,	university	presses	–	and,	more	to	the	point,	their	authors	–	anchor	these	

conversations	in	empiricism	and	substance.”

Pfund	 added	 that	 the	 frenzy	 about	 French	 economist	 Thomas	 Piketty’s	 book	 on	 income	 inequality,	 Capital in the Twenty-First Century 

(Harvard)	was	a	case	in	point,	and	the	fact	that	many	people	hadn’t	actually	read	it	“misses	the	point”,	because	it	became	a	“springboard	for	an	

international	conversation	on	one	of	the	most	pressing	challenges	society	faces”	and	“put	income	inequality	on	the	radar”.
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The	value	of	academic	presses	to	the	university	community,	the	broader	world	of	readers	and	to	society	itself,	is	summed	up	in	a	list	of	

24	statements	drawn	up	by	the	international	Association	of	University	Presses	(AUPresses).	These	include:

•	 Preserving	the	distinctiveness	of	local	cultures	through	publication	of	works	on	the	regions	where	they	are	based.	

•	 Sponsoring	work	 in	specialised	areas	of	scholarship	that	do	not	have	the	broad	levels	of	readership	needed	to	attract	commercial	

publishers.

•	 Helping	 connect	 the	university	 to	 the	 surrounding	 community	by	publishing	books	of	 local	 interest	 and	hosting	events	 for	 local	

authors.	

•	 Extending	the	reach	and	influence	of	their	parent	institutions	and	generating	favourable	publicity	through	news	coverage	and	book	

reviews,	awards	won	and	exhibits	at	scholarly	conferences.

•	 Testing	the	validity	and	soundness	of	scholarship	though	peer	review,	thus	maintaining	high	standards	for	academic	publication,	and	

adding	value	through	rigorous	editorial	development,	professional	copyediting	and	design	and	worldwide	dissemination.

Closer	to	home,	Wits	University	Press	publisher	Veronica	Klipp	wrote	in	University World News,	in	September	2017,	that	South	African	university	

presses’	overarching	mission	was	“to	publish	research	for	the	public	good	and	to	grow	the	knowledge	base	of	the	country	–	a	particularly	

important	aim	in	a	young	democracy”.

The presses’ challenges

One	of	the	biggest	challenges	South	African	scholarly	presses	face	is	the	marked	drop	in	sales	of	books	while	production	costs	continue	to	rise	

in	line	with	inflation.	This	is	a	global	phenomenon,	but	is	felt	more	acutely	in	South	Africa	because	of	the	small	size	of	the	readership.	

The	reduction	in	print	sales	 is	partly	due	to	the	rise	of	digitisation	and	electronic	publications,	but	print	remains	the	dominant	format	for	

scholarly	publications.	Nonetheless,	 the	 South	African	 scholarly	presses	 are	 taking	 advantage	of	 the	opportunities	offered	by	 the	digital	

environment,	in	various	ways:

•	 Printing	on	demand	(PoD)	via	digital	printers,	which	means	presses	can	order	small	print	runs	and	keep	stock	on	hand	to	a	minimum.

•	 Making	books	and	journals	available	in	digital	format.

•	 Supplying	digital	content	to	online	aggregators	which	disseminate	this	to	libraries	globally,	such	as	EBSCOhost,	and	to	digital	scholarly	

libraries,	such	as	JSTOR	and	Project	MUSE,	a	humanities	and	social	sciences	digital	library	.

•	 Selling	print	and	digital	product	via	e-retailers,	such	as	Takealot	and	Amazon.

•	 Placing	content	on	open	access	(OA)	platforms,	such	as	Knowledge	Unlatched	and	OAPEN,	or	for	free	download	in	the	form	of	PDFs.

•	 Using	social	media	for	marketing	titles	and	authors.

There	is	increasing	pressure	for	scholarly	publishers	to	make	titles	available	on	OA,	and	some	of	the	presses	are	producing	books	and	journals	

in	this	particular	digital	format,	where	they	live	on	a	publicly	accessible	platform	and	can	be	made	available	free	of	charge.	There	are	variations	

of	OA,	such	as	the	more	cautious	approach	of	placing	a	monograph,	book	chapter	or	journal	article	in	an	institutional	repository	where	it	is	

discoverable	but	not	searchable	via	a	search-engine	function.	However,	a	further	limitation	of	an	institutional	repository	is	that	its	purpose	

is	to	host	the	research	of	academics	at	that	particular	institution,	which	makes	an	OA	edition	of	a	multi-author	work	representing	multiple	

institutions	more	difficult.

The	aims	of	OA,	which	 the	 scholarly	presses	 fully	 support,	 are	 to	open	up	discoverability,	 circulate	academics’	 research	more	widely	and	

increase	citation	opportunities.	The	challenge	for	the	presses	in	this	instance	is	to	find	a	viable	model	for	supplying	OA	material.	In	OA	journals	

the	production	of	text	is	generally	paid	for	by	the	author,	by	article	processing	charges	(APCs).	But	how	are	OA	books	to	be	financed?	“Free	to	

read”	is	not	the	same	as	“free	to	publish”,	and	in	an	under-resourced	higher	education	environment	academic	authors	may	not	have	the	funds	

to	pay	for	publication.	

Two	consequences	of	increased	digital	involvement	are	that	it	requires	employees	who	are	dedicated	to	digital	tasks	and	investment	in	costly	

digital	skills	development	and	infrastructure.	For	most	of	the	presses,	both	requirements	are	unaffordable	because	they	lack	the	staff	capacity	

and	the	funds.
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Punching above their weight

However,	it’s	not	all	doom	and	gloom.	The	number	of	staff	at	South	Africa’s	scholarly	presses	has	hardly	changed	over	the	last	decade	yet	their	

output,	as	measured	by	the	number	of	books	and	chapters	submitted	to	the	DHET	for	subsidy,	has	increased	markedly.	

This	is	revealed	in	Twelve Years Later: Second ASSAf report on research publishing in and from South Africa, 2018	(ASSAf	being	the	Academy	of	

Science	of	South	Africa).

The	report	reveals	that	between	2005	and	2014,	the	number	of	books	South	African	universities	submitted	for	subsidy	increased	from	33	

to	162	annually,	and	the	number	of	chapters	from	98	to	964.	Of	the	top	20	publishers	contributing	to	this	output,	10	were	South	African,	

including	the	scholarly	presses	referred	to	here.	

“It	is	fair	to	say	that	the	presses	are	punching	above	their	weight.	But	it	is	also	true	that	they	are	taking	strain,”	states	the	USAf	report,	noting	

also	 that	“local	university	 scholarly	presses	have	 to	compete	not	only	with	each	other	 for	market	 share,	but	with	 international	academic	

presses	and	local	and	international	commercial	presses	as	well.	The	fact	that	all	of	them	survive	so	far,	attests	to	the	quality	and	service	they	

provide	in	a	tough	environment.”

How the presses could become more sustainable 

Several ideas have been put forward for ensuring the sustainability of the presses:

•	 One	option	 is	 research	grant	 funding,	 that	 is,	making	publication	 costs	part	of	 the	grant	budget.	However,	 if	 funders	 require	OA	

publications	in	line	with	global	trends,	the	costs	would	have	to	include	not	only	production	costs,	but	all	other	associated	overheads	

such	as	staff	salaries,	office	running	costs,	marketing	and	promotion,	which	could	take	the	total	cost	to	about	R300	000	per	OA	title.

•	 If	a	portion	of	the	DHET’s	subsidy	for	a	peer-reviewed	book	were	paid	to	the	publisher	instead	of	only	to	the	university,	it	would	help	

to	cover	publication	and	development	costs,	but	the	present	likelihood	of	that	is	remote,	states	the	USAf	report.

•	 The	presses	could	become	more	commercial	by	diversifying	what	they	publish,	such	as	including	journals	and	textbooks.

•	 A	division	of	products,	whereby	one	press	would	publish	only	journals,	another	only	digital	content,	has	been	suggested,	but	this	is	

impractical	in	a	digital	environment,	and	the	details	and	legal	implications	are	not	clear.	Furthermore,	the	presses	are	caught	up	in	the	

competitiveness	between	the	universities.

•	 Universities	could	provide	more	support	by	modifying	or	doing	away	with	the	zero-rated	budget	that	requires	their	presses’	profits	to	

be	paid	to	the	institution;	this	would	require	a	more	commercially	oriented	business	structure.

•	 The	presses	could	collaborate	and	pool	resources	in	certain	areas	to	lower	costs.	The	USAf	report	points	out	that	the	presses	have	

formed	the	National	Scholarly	Book	Publisher’s	Forum	(mandated	by	ASSAf)	and	that	some	presses	have	cooperation	agreements,	

which	could	be	the	vehicle	for	cost-reducing	collaboration.	This	could	include	a	consortial	marketing,	sales	and	distribution	structure,	

which	would	mean	one	team	dedicated	to	trade,	library	and	institutional	sales,	with	shared	promotional	activities	for	all	the	presses,	

although	each	press	would	retain	its	original	imprint	and	branding.	But	current	university	financial	structures	would	make	the	funding	

of	such	a	consortium	difficult.	An	extension	of	this	concept	is	the	idea	of	a	“superpress”,	in	which	all	production	and	dissemination	

activities	are	managed	by	an	independent	structure	reporting	to	USAf,	though	presses	would	commission	and	publish	under	their	

own	imprints.	This	would	require	collaboration	at	management	levels	of	the	various	universities	along	with	a	shared	commitment	to	

resourcing	and	developing	the	local	scholarly	publishing	sector.	
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The	six	presses	in	the	USAf	report

AFRICAN	SUN	MeDIA	(ASM)	is	quite	different	from	the	other	scholarly	presses	in	South	Africa	in	that	it	is	a	fully-fledged	independent	publishing,	

printing	and	design	services	company	with	SUN	PReSS	as	 its	scholarly	 imprint.	ASM’s	unique	publishing	model	maintains	a	balancing	act	

between	scholarly	and	commercial	publishing,	 redefining	and	mitigating	the	 limitations	and	risks	of	 traditional	publishing.	ASM	is	a	self-

sustaining	commercial	entity	operating	as	a	private	company.	 It	 is	an	 independent	scholarly	press	that	dynamically	enhances	knowledge	

production	by	utilising	a	bespoke	progressive	print-on-demand	business	model,	enabling	 it	 to	publish	specialist	 research	 titles	 for	niche	

markets,	with	small	first	print	runs	–	often	of	only	100	copies,	but	enabled	for	(in-house)	reprints	within	24-48	hours.	

ASM	 is	an	autonomous	company	with	a	board	of	directors	and	 shareholders	 (rather	 than	an	editorial	board)	and	 functions	with	 its	own	

operational	management	 team.	ASM	offers	print	and	design	services,	based	on	quotations	and	 tenders,	without	any	exclusive	contracts.	

Stellenbosch	University	(SU)	is	a	key	client	of	ASM.	As	a	shareholder,	SU	initially	had	a	55%	stake	in	the	company,	but	this	changed	at	the	

beginning	of	2019	to	a	current	shareholding	of	25%.	

ASM	started	as	an	SU-approved,	developing	commercial	publishing	project	and	when	it	became	a	private	company	in	2007,	SU’s	print	room	

was	incorporated	into	the	business.

The	USAf	report	stated	that	ASM	did	not	see	co-publishing	or	international	distribution	as	a	“viable”	or	“sustainable”	market	–	meaning,	not	as	

a	main	income	stream,	also	given	the	cost	of	international	distribution.	SUN	PReSS	has	become	a	well-established,	respected	and	renowned	

imprint,	especially	in	the	fields	of	Theology	and	Education.	Furthermore,	ASM	remains	one	of	the	few	publishing	companies	still	publishing	

some	Afrikaans	titles.	ASM	also	caters	for	commercial	clients	in	the	private	sector	–	both	locally	(Western	Cape)	but	increasingly	also	nationally	

–	for	higher	education	institution	clients	as	well	as	corporate	clients.	

ASM	welcomes	digitisation	and	has	made	over	190	titles	in	their	list	available	as	OA.	A	recent	addition	to	services	is	that	authors	can	decide	if	

they	wish	to	go	OA	from	the	start	of	publication,	but	only	through	the	ASM	online	distribution	e-platform,	enabling	digital	rights	management	

on	all	publications.	ASM	uses	PoD	digital	technology,	which	enables	it	to	publish	and	print	specialist	research	titles	for	niche	markets.

ASM	publishes	under	three	imprints:

•	 SUN	PReSS:	Scholarly	titles.

•	 SUN	MeDIA:	Academic	and	prescribed	titles.

•	 SUN	LiT:	Literature,	poetry	and	general	titles.

ASM	follows	a	double-blind	peer	review	process	for	their	SUN	PReSS	publications.	This	fact	alone	confirms	the	validity	and	quality	of	each	

publication.	

ASM’s	catalogue	features	all	their	titles,	including	the	backlist,	some	dating	back	as	far	as	15	years.	It	is	evident	that	ASM	has	a	strong	focus	on	

its Research into Higher Education Series	(which	is	fully	OA);	Religious	Education;	Music,	with	a	focus	on	South	African	music	and	singers;	Military	

Science;	and	Arts	and	Humanities.	Its	stated	aim	is	to	be	a	“specialist	publisher	in	especially	Theology,	Humanities	and	Higher	Education.”

AFRICAN	SUN	MeDIA	(ASM)
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ASM	scooped	the	awards	in	Theology	by	winning	the	2019	Andrew	Murray	Prize	for	Augustinus	by	Prof	Amie	van	Wyk,	the	2018	Andrew	Murray	

prize	for	Die reis gaan inwaarts	by	Prof	Cas	Wepener,	as	well	as	the	Andrew	Murray-Desmond	Tutu	prize	in	2016	for	Living	with	Dignity:	African	

Perspectives	on	Gender	Equality	by	Elna	Mouton,	Gertrude	Kapuma,	Len	Hansen	and	Thomas	Togom	(editors),	and	in	2013	for Communion 

Ecclesiology in a Racially Polarised South Africa	by	Dr	Kelebogile	T	Resane.

A selection of AFRICAN SUN MeDIA books.

•	 On Record – Popular Afrikaans Music and Society, 1900-2017, 

published	 in	 July	 2017	 and	 written	 by	 Dr	 Schalk	 van	 der	

Merwe,	academic	and	professional	musician.

•	 Africanising the Curriculum: Indigenous Perspectives and 

Theories,	 published	 in	 March	 2016	 and	 edited	 by	 Vuyisile	

Msila,	Director	at	Unisa’s	Change	Management	Unit,	and	

	 Prof	Mishack	T	Gumbo	of	Unisa.

Interesting	and	prominent	titles	in	ASM’s	catalogue	include:
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More	recent	books	show	an	emphasis	on	post-apartheid	society	and	correcting	imbalances	of	the	past.	These	titles	include:

•	 Exploring Decolonising Themes in SA Sport History: Issues and 

challenges,	which	challenges	the	narrative	of	the	time	when	

sport	was	a	white	male	tradition.	It	was	published	in	October	

2018	and	edited	by	Dr	Francois	J	Cleophas	of	Stellenbosch	

University’s	Sport	Science	Department.	

•	 Transforming Transformation in Research and Teaching at 

South African Universities,	 where	 the	 authors	 engage	 with	

students	 as	 knowledge	 producers,	 and	 transform	 popular	

ways	of	thinking	about	race,	gender,	class,	sexuality,	disability	

and	age	as	 singular	 and	natural	markers	of	difference	and	

diversity.	It	was	published	in	December	2018	and	edited	by	

Proff	 Rob	 Pattman	 and	 Ronelle	 Carolissen	 of	 Stellenbosch	

University.

•	 Learning to Teach in Post-apartheid South Africa: Student 

teachers’ encounters with initial teacher education,	published	

in	November	2018	and	edited	by	Yusuf	Sayed,	Nazir	Carrim,	

Azeem	Badroodien,	Zahraa	McDonald	and	Marcina	Singh.

•	 Spaces, Journeys and New Horizons for Postgraduate 

Supervision, published	 in	 July	 2018	 in	 the	 Research	 into	

Higher	Education	Series,	is	edited	by	Eli	Bitzer,	Liezel	Frick,	

Magda	Fourie-Malherbe	and	Kirsi	Pyhältö.
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Scholarly publishing houses across the globe contribute to the bulk of books gracing our university libraries. South Africa’s scholarly presses therefore 

need to be supported for a sustained books pipeline globally.  Photo: Courtesy of the Cape Peninsula University of Technology.
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HSRC	Press,	an	external-facing	business	unit	of	 the	HSRC,	publishes	 relevant,	 innovative,	 research-based	scholarly	books	on	South	Africa,	

Africa	and	the	world.	 Its	books	cover	the	social	sciences	and	humanities.	They	follow	a	double-blind	peer	review	process	managed	by	an	

independent	editorial	board	to	ensure	the	highest	quality	content	and	world-class	research	from	and	about	Africa	and	the	global	South.

As	 a	 business	 unit	 in	 the	 HSRC	 as	 well	 as	 an	 independent	 publishing	 house	 with	 external	 stakeholders	 worldwide	 –	 from	 authors	 to	

policymakers	–	HSRC	Press	shares	the	mandate	and	strategic	planning	of	its	parent	body,	the	HSRC,	to	stimulate	public	debate,	and	to	serve	as	

a	knowledge	hub	to	bridge	the	gap	between	research,	policy	and	action,	and	place	research	from	Africa	in	a	prominent	position	globally.	HSRC	

Press	achieves	this	through	publishing	distinctive,	impactful	scholarly	books	that	are	recognisable	globally.	With	a	hybrid	public	purpose	and	

business	mandate,	HSRC	Press	has	grown	to	become	a	leading	scholarly	publisher	in	Africa.	It	also	has	a	strong	global	presence,	with	direct	

sales	representation	on	three	continents	and	online	representation	worldwide	through	its	OA	digital	platform,	enabling	it	effectively	to	meet	

both	its	public	purpose	and	business	objectives.

HSRC	Press	is	well	known	and	respected	internationally	for	the	original	and	relevant	content	of	its	scholarly	books,	as	well	as	for	its	flagship	

series State of the Nation,	which	was	re-launched	in	2012,	and	its	Voices of Liberation series,	also	launched	in	2012.	Lynne	Rienner	Publishers	

represents	HSRC	Press	in	the	United	States	and	Asia;	Eurospan	represents	it	in	Europe	and	Blue	Weaver	in	Africa.

A	new	trade	book	imprint,	Best	Red,	was	established	in	2013	with	the	aim	of	reaching	a	general	readership	and	as	a	complement	to	the	HSRC	

Press	brand,	which	principally	reaches	an	academic	audience.	Best	Red	books	are	also	underpinned	by	scholarly	and	research	merit,	but	are	

written	to	appeal	to	general	readers.

In	the	few	years	since	its	inception	in	2013,	Best	Red	has	gained	impressive	accolades	on	the	merits	of	the	brand	and	the	books.	For	example,	in	

2013,	the	indexer	of Children of a Bitter Harvest: Child labour in the Cape winelands	was	awarded	Best	Index	2013	(runner	up)	by	the	Association	

of	Southern	African	Indexers	and	Bibliographers;	in	2014,	Drinking with Ghosts: The aftermath of apartheid’s dirty war was longlisted for the 

Sunday Times	Alan	Paton	Award;	in	2017,	Cricket and Conquest: The history of South African cricket was	also	longlisted	for	the	Alan	Paton	Award.	

The	six	presses	in	the	USAf	report

Human	Sciences	Research	
Council	(HSRC)	Press

HSRC Press books seek to stimulate public debate and generate knowledge to bridge the gap between research, policy and action.
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In	2003,	HSRC	Press	became	the	first	scholarly	publisher	to	offer	a	fully-fledged	OA	publishing	model.	In	2007,	the	press	started	its	tracking	

model	to	track	and	measure	the	use	of	its	books	in	countries	across	the	world,	which	allowed	it	to	make	better-informed	assumptions	about	the	

impact	of	its	evidence-based	publications.	Based	on	Google	analytics	data	in	2013,	in	the	10	years	since	HSRC	Press	launched	its	OA	platform,	

its	book	titles	had	been	downloaded	from	212	countries	worldwide.	HSRC	Press	now	enjoys	over	a	million	page	views	of	its	published	content	

per	annum.	India	and	Kenya	are	in	the	top	10,	with	Zimbabwe,	China,	Brazil	and	Botswana	in	the	top	20	countries	that	download	the	books.	

The	fastest	growing	region	in	terms	of	readership	of	HSRC	Press	books	on	the	OA	platform	is	Africa,	which	has	grown	from	0%	of	downloads	in	

2003	to	over	25%	in	2013	and	over	30%	in	2016.	New	and	recent	entrants	to	the	OA	platform	include	Myanmar,	Russia	and	Indonesia.	The	OA	

platform,	hosted	through	the	HSRC	Press	website,	is	probably	the	most	famous	hallmark	of	HSRC	Press	and	the	most	significant	contributor	

to	its	sustainability	in	terms	of	public	benefit.

Each	year,	HSRC	Press	considers	around	200	new	book	proposals	and	publishes	between	15	and	25	new	scholarly	and	general	academic	

books,	depending	on	budgetary	constraints.	HSRC	Press	achieves	this	balance	of	impact	and	sustainability	through	high	citation,	as	well	as	

through	marketing	plans	that	are	tailored	to	the	specific	needs	of	each	title,	with	extensive	mainstream	media	coverage,	targeted	social	media	

coverage,	donations	of	suitable	books	to	schools	and	institutions,	and	hosting	book	launches	that	ensure	public	and	critical	acclaim.

The	themes	of	recent	HSRC	Press	books	include	history,	memory	and	liberation,	justice	and	reconciliation,	critical	development	issues	and	

gender	issues.	At	least	one-third	of	the	publishing	plan	per	year	has	thematically	or	at	a	comparative	level	dealt	with	Africa-wide	themes.	A	

continent-wide	lens	is	a	major	thematic	driver.	Many	new	books	also	have	a	strong	focus	on	education	and	health.

Most	new	HSRC	Press	books	now	 focus	on	 research	and	analysis	dealing	with	poverty	 and	 inequality.	 Recent	2018	and	2019	 titles	have	

examined	this	theme	in	unique,	original	and	significant	ways:

•	 Taxing Africa pinpoints	the	challenges	and	opportunities	for	taxation	on	the	continent.

•	 Post-School Education and the Labour Market in South Africa addresses	 the	burning	 issue	of	youth	unemployment	and	post-school	

training	and	education	options.

•	 Skills for the Future	provides	fresh	research	perspectives	on	the	changing	face	of	work.

•	 Partnerships in Action	critically	analyses	university-school-community	partnerships	in	a	context	of	extreme	social	inequality.

•	 City of Broken Dreams	examines	the	reality	of	industrial	job	losses	in	the	context	of	urban	decay	and	renewal	and	the	role	universities	

play	in	building	urban	economies	and	reshaping	the	politics	and	identities	of	cities.

•	 Equitable Rural Socioeconomic Change	provides	an	authentic	research	perspective	on	rural	livelihoods	and	the	interacting	themes	of	

land,	climate	dynamics	and	technological	innovation.

Examples	of	HSRC	Press	strategic	partnerships	in	the	areas	of	co-publications	and	expansion	of	its	dissemination	work	from,	to	and	about	

the	global	South	are	CODESRIA,	the	Chinese	Academy	of	Social	Sciences	(CASS)	and	key	universities	and	academic	institutions,	especially	in	

Africa,	that	share	its	research	and	public	purpose	vision	and	mission.	HSRC	Press	has	also	become	closely	partnered	with	research	units	at	

local	universities	such	as	Wits,	UCT,	UFH	and	UWC	as	well	as	with	programmes	and	departments	in	academic	and	social	science	institutions	

across	the	globe,	including	those	in	well-developed	markets.	Stanford,	SOAS	and	Michigan	State	University,	Nordic	Africa	Institute	and	IDRC	

are	examples.
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The	most	obvious	 characteristic	 that	 sets	UCT	Press	apart	 from	 the	other	South	African	 scholarly	presses	 is	 that	 it	 is	owned	by	 Juta	and	

Company	(Pty)	Ltd,	and	is	effectively	run	as	an	imprint	of	Juta,	where	it	is	based.	Juta	provides	infrastructure	as	well	as	sales	and	distribution,	

and	covers	these	costs,	but	expects	UCT	Press	to	be	self-sustaining.	An	editorial	board	of	UCT	staff	gives	academic	advice	although	Juta	judges	

whether	to	publish	based	on	potential	saleability.	It	is	the	smallest	of	the	presses	in	terms	of	book	output	and	staff.	

It	differs	further	from	some	of	the	other	presses	in	that	it	does	not	publish	fiction	and	offers	a	space	for	monographs	that	focus	specifically	on	

the	Cape	region	(Western	and	Eastern	Cape)	and	for	academics	from	the	University	of	Cape	Town,	although	not	exclusively.

The	UCT	Press	website	is	embedded	in	that	of	Juta’s,	where	its	stated	aim	is:	“UCT	Press	publishes	peer-reviewed,	non-fiction,	monographs	and	

edited	collections	in	the	area	of	the	broad	Humanities	with	an	African	perspective.”

Its	titles	deal	with	topical	issues.	Among	the	latest	are:	

The	six	presses	in	the	USAf	report

University	of	Cape	Town	Press	
(UCT	Press)

•	 The Dynamics of Language: Plenary and focus lectures from 

the 20th International Congress of Linguists. The	 Congress	

met	in	Africa	in	2018	for	the	first	time	and	many	of	the	papers	

explore	languages	on	the	African	continent.	The	selection	

is	edited	by	Rajend	Mesthrie,	Professor	of	Linguistics	and	

SARCHI	Chair	of	Migration,	Language	and	Social	Change	at	

UCT;	and	David	Bradley,	Professor	of	Linguistics	at	La	Trobe	

University,	Australia	and	President	of	the	UNESCO	Comité	

Permanent	des	Linguistes.

•	 The Education Triple Cocktail: System-wide instructional reform 

in South Africa by	Brahm	Fleisch,	Professor	 in	 the	Division	of	

Educational	 Leadership	 and	 Policy	 Studies	 at	 the	 School	 of	

Education,	Wits	University.	This	book	was	the	inspiration	for	a	

Juta	Talking	Points	public	seminar,	which	focused	on	“Failing	

our	Learners:	quality,	quantity	and	measuring	 the	 impact	of	

losing	them	along	the	way”.
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•	 An Incomplete Transition – Overcoming the legacy of exclusion 

in South Africa,	a	systematic	country	diagnostic	(SCD)	drafted	

by	 the	World	 Bank	 Group	 in	 preparation	 for	 its	 2019-2022	

Country	 Partnership	 Framework	 with	 South	 Africa,	 which	

identifies	 five	 broad	 policy	 priorities	 the	 country	 needs	 to	

focus	on	in	order	to	achieve	its	Vision	2030.

•	 Mainstreaming Climate Change in Urban Development: Lessons 

from Cape Town, which	 addresses	 how	 the	municipality	 of	

Cape	Town	 is	 enabling	 the	city	 to	adapt	 to	 climate	 change	

impacts,	edited	by	Dianne	Scott,	Senior	Researcher:	Climate	

and	 Fractal	 Research	 Projects,	 at	 the	 African	 Centre	 of	

Cities,	UCT;	Helen	Davies,	Head	of	Environmental	Policy	and	

Strategy	at	the	City	of	Cape	Town;	and	Mark	New,	Director	of	

the	African	Climate	and	Development	Initiative	(ACDI)	at	UCT.

•	 The House of Tshatshu: Power, politics and chiefs north west 

of the Great Kei River, c 1818-2018,	 about	 the	 amaTshatshu	

chieftainship	(a	branch	of	the	abaThembu),	by	Anne	Mager,	

Emerita	 Professor	 of	 Historical	 Studies	 at	 UCT;	 and	 Jeff	

Phiko	Velelo,	an	agricultural	economist,	Anglican	priest	and	

amateur	 historian,	 and	 a	 counsellor	 to	 the	 re-established	

chieftaincy.	It	explores	the	history	of	a	people,	what	it	meant	

to	lose	their	chieftainship,	and	therefore	identity,	during	the	

colonial	era,	and	how	the	chieftaincy	 is	 restoring	 itself	170	

years	later,	amid	debates	around	traditional	leadership	and	

land	reform.
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UKZN	Press	sees	its	role	as	central	to	the	knowledge	economy,	namely	to	support	the	work	of	scholarly	institutions	through	the	dissemination	

of	 research	and	knowledge	produced	at	universities	and	 through	making	available	 learning	 resources	 to	 support	 learning	and	 teaching;	

and	 to	support	 the	career	development	of	academics.	While	 it	 sees	 itself	as	part	of	 the	wider	knowledge	economy	and	aims	 to	play	 the	

aforementioned	roles	in	the	global	knowledge	economy,	it	aligns	itself	strongly	with	the	strategic	goals	of	its	own	parent	institution.	

UKZN	Press	publishes	well-researched	manuscripts	in	a	broad	range	of	disciplines,	mainly	in	the	humanities	and	social	sciences	with	a	balance	

of	local,	national,	regional	and	global	concerns.	Its	list	reflects	the	latest	trends	in	research	and	scholarship,	including	a	number	of	inter-	and	

transdisciplinary	works.	While	the	majority	of	UKZN	Press	titles	are	aimed	at	both	academic	and	general	readers,	UKZN	Press	believes	there	

is	a	role	for	purely	scholarly	works,	which	it	publishes	under	its	Thinking	Africa	imprint.	Under	its	Off-Centre	series	it	publishes	shorter	works	

dealing	with	pressing	issues	from	a	critical	perspective.	Though	aimed	at	a	general	readership	and	of	a	shorter	format,	these	works	are	based	

on	rigorous	research	and	scholarship.	

Under	its	various	imprints	UKZN	Press	has	published	scholars	of	world	renown,	such	as	V-Y	Mudimbe,	John	and	Jean	Comaroff,	Gcina	Mhlophe	

and	Antjie	Krog.

Next	to	research	and	knowledge	production,	learning	and	teaching	are	key	functions	of	a	university.	As	a	university	press,	UKZN	Press	believes	

it	has	a	crucial	role	to	play	in	developing	and	publishing	materials	that	support	these	functions.	Its	Asifunde isiZulu	is	a	basic	isiZulu	textbook	

that	supports	learning	and	teaching	of	isiZulu	both	at	UKZN	itself	and	at	other	institutions.	Likewise,	its	series	of	English-isiZulu	glossaries	–	

developed	in	partnership	with	the	University’s	Language	Policy	and	Development	Office	–	supports	teaching	and	learning	in	the	disciplines	

covered.	

The	six	presses	in	the	USAf	report

University	of	KwaZulu-Natal	
Press	(UKZN	Press)	

The	 award-winning	 Opland	 Collection	 of	 Xhosa	 Literature	 makes	 available	

hitherto	 unavailable	 works	 of	 19th	 and	 20th	 century	 Xhosa	 intellectuals.	

This	 directly	 supports	 the	 national	 language	 goals	 of	 promoting	 the	 official	

indigenous	languages	and	enhancing	their	status	to	languages	of	scholarship.	

Four	of	the	volumes	in	the	collection	won	the	SALA	translation	awards	and	in	

2017	the	collection	editor,	Jeff	Opland,	was	awarded	the	Order	of	Ikhamanga	

(Silver)	for	his	excellent	contribution	to	the	field	of	history	and	his	impressive	

body	of	work	in	literature.	

While	 it	will	 continue	 to	pursue	and	publish	well-established	and	 renowned	

scholars,	 UKZN	 Press	 has	 taken	 a	 deliberate	 decision	 to	 seek	 out	 and	

commission	authors	from	underrepresented	groups.	This	was	prompted	by	a	

review	in	2016	of	its	author	profile	which	showed	that	women,	black	and	early-

career	academics	were	underrepresented	as	authors.	In	response	it	initiated	a	

new	imprint,	UKZN	Press	WOMEN,	and	a	PhD	conversion	programme.	The	latter	

prompted	the	National	Institute	for	the	Humanities	and	Social	Sciences	(NIHSS)	

to	establish	a	PhD	conversion	project	in	partnership	with	UKZN	Press	and	Wits	

University	Press.	



19

As	part	of	its	commitment	to	support	early	career	academics	in	their	efforts	to	be	published,	UKZN	Press	runs	regular	workshops	on	publishing	

processes	and	creating	publishing	opportunities.	These	have	proven	popular	with	both	first-time	and	more	experienced	authors.	

All	these	initiatives	speak	to	national	and	UKZN	transformation	goals	and	the	results	are	starting	to	show	in	the	Press’s	recent	and	forthcoming	

publications.	

While	UKZN	Press	publishes	in	a	wide	range	of	disciplines,	it	deliberately	includes	commissioned	works	aligned	with	the	flagship	research	

areas	identified	by	UKZN.	Through	its	work	in	partnership	with	the	University	Language	Policy	and	Development	Office,	it	promotes,	supports	

and	gives	expression	to	the	University’s	language	policy.	Similarly,	while	the	majority	of	its	authors	are	not	UKZN	academics	and	it	will	continue	

to	draw	authors	from	as	wide	a	pool	as	possible,	it	intentionally	strives	to	increase	the	proportion	of	UKZN	authors	of	its	books.	

UKZN	 Press	 publishes	 an	 average	 of	 20	

titles	per	annum.	Its	list	and	partnerships	

–	 local	and	international	–	reflect	a	press	

that	 is	 committed	 to	 showcasing	 the	

excellence	of	 South	African	 scholars	 and	

contributing	to	knowledge	development	

by	 making	 their	 works	 available	 to	 the	

broader	 scholarly	 community	 and	 to	

general	readers.
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Unisa	Press	is	the	only	South	African	scholarly	publisher	with	a	dynamic	stable	of	over	40	accredited	scholarly	journals,	of	which	20	are	co-

published	with	Taylor	&	Francis.	These	cover	the	subject	fields	of	Cultural	Studies,	Gender	Studies,	Social	Sciences,	Politics,	History,	Language	

and	Literature,	Education,	Business,	Law,	and	Nursing	Science.	

Four	of	Unisa	Press’s	 journals,	Phronimon, Southern African Business Review, Education as Change and Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae,	are	fully	

OA,	while	a	hybrid	model	is	followed	by	a	growing	number	of	journals.	With	the	Hybrid	model	Authors	may	opt	to	publish	their	articles	OA	

by	paying	an	Article	Publication	Charge	(APC).	Journals	are	hosted	online	on	Unisa	Press’s	own	Journals	platform	as	well	as	on	several	other	

platforms	including	Sabinet,	TandFonline,	EBSCO	and	ScieloSA.	There	is	a	clear	focus	away	from	print	journals	and	towards	primarily	online	

hosting.

All	the	journals	are	peer	reviewed	and	most	are	accredited	by	the	DHET.	Several	journals	are	listed	on	major	indices	such	as	Scopus,	Web	of	

Science,	International	Bibliography	of	the	Social	Sciences	(IBSS)	and	ScieloSA.	The	journals	are	distributed	internationally	by	partners	such	as	

the	US-based	EBSCO	and	the	African	online	journals	Sabinet.

In	terms	of	its	operating	structure,	it	is	the	only	press	that	has	a	Senate	Publications	Committee,	representing	all	university	colleges,	that	must	

give	the	go-ahead	on	all	publications;	and	it	is	the	only	press	to	be	headed,	albeit	in	an	acting	capacity,	by	an	academic,	namely	Dr	Meiya	

Nthoesane.	

In	the	pursuit	of	publishing	works	dealing	with	cutting-edge	research	and	innovation,	Unisa	Press	has	established	the	interdisciplinary	and	

multimedia	Flame Series	of	books,	 steered	by	Keyan	Tomaselli	and	Alan	Weinberg.	A	 recent	addition	to	 this	series	 is	 the	newly	 translated	

Afrikaans Chaka	book	(by	Chris	Swanepoel,	with	an	audiobook	by	renowned	poet	Antjie	Krog)	which	also	won	our	Hiddingh	Currie	Award	for	

Academic	Excellence.	

The	Chaka book	and	audio	CD	fall	naturally	within	the	Unisa	Flame Series	in	terms	of	its	scholarly	and	artistic	merit	and	its	multidisciplinary	

scope.	The	intercultural	contexts	of	Zulu	and	SeSotho	cultures	come	to	the	fore	in	the	creative	retelling	of	a	classic	Zulu	legend,	cast	in	Sesotho	

language	and	cultural	practices.	With	the	addition	of	a	complete	audiobook,	the	link	with	the	oral	tradition	of	African	cultures	is	made.	Other	

books	in	the	Unisa	Flame	Series	include	Mooi Loop: The sacred art of Vetkat Regopstaan Boesman Kruiper,	and	the	multimedia	(sound,	art	and	

poetry)	productions	From Around the World in Eighty Days: The Indian section	by	Ari	Sitas;	and	Driftword by	Croc	E	Moses	(with	audio,	original	

drawings	and	poetry).

The	six	presses	in	the	USAf	report

University	of	South	Africa	Press	
(Unisa	Press)	
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•	 Queer Kinship: South African perspectives on the sexual politics 

of family-making and belonging,	 edited	 by	 Tracy	 Morison,	

Ingrid	Lynch	and	Vasu	Redy	(December	2018).	This	collection	

of	 essays	 offers	 an	 array	 of	 thought-provoking	 perspectives	

on	what	it	means	to	love	and	be	loved,	to	“do	family”	and	to	

belong	 in	 the	 South	 African	 context.	 The	 collection	 covers	

diverse	subject	fields,	disciplinary	approaches	and	theoretical	

lenses	on	familial	relations,	reproduction	and	citizenship.	The	

text	amplifies	the	voices	of	those	who	are	bending,	breaking	

and	remaking	the	rules	of	being	and	belonging.	Photo-essays	

and	artworks	offer	moving	glimpses	into	the	new	life	worlds	

being	created	in	and	among	the	“normal”	and	the	mundane.	

•	 Opportunities for Biomass and Organic Waste Valorization: 

Finding alternative solutions to disposal in South Africa, edited 

by	 Linda	 Godfrey,	 Johann	 F	 Görgens	 and	 Henry	 Roman.	

Following	 an	 active	 science-meets-industry	 approach	 on	

dealing	with	biomass	and	organic	waste	 streams,	 this	book	

foregrounds	 key	 issues	 facing	 South	 African	 policy	makers,	

industry	 practitioners	 and	 scholars.	 A	wide	 pool	 of	 experts	

in	 the	 biomass	 and	 organic	 valorisation	 industry	 and	

research	 captures	 the	 most	 recent	 research,	 development	

and	innovation	undertaken.	Divided	into	four	key	parts,	the	

book	offers	solutions	to	industry	and	research	on	quantifying	

organic	waste,	biological	treatment,	mechanical	and	chemical	

treatment,	and	thermal	treatment.

•	 Touched by Biko,	and	a	companion	volume,	Touched	by	Biko:	

The	 interviews,	 by	 Andile	 M-Afrika	 is	 a	 series	 Unisa	 Press	

published	in	response	to	wide	demand	around	the	struggle	

hero.	M-Afrika	 grew	up	with	 Biko	 in	 the	 Eastern	Cape,	 and	

the	first	book	is	a	surrealistic	journey	based	on	the	influence	

of	 Biko.	 The	 companion	 volume	 brings	 together	 a	 set	 of	

interviews	of	people	who	knew	Biko.

•	 Kora: A lost Khoisan language of the early Cape and the Gariep,	

by	Menan	du	Plessis,	Extraordinary	Associate	Professor	in	the	

Department	of	General	Linguistics	at	Stellenbosch	University,	

was	published	in	December	2018.	As	the	recipient	of	an	NIHSS	

grant,	 the	complex	book	production	captures	the	rare	Kora	

language	and	includes	500	sound	clips	of	the	last	speakers	of	

the	language.	The	print	book	is	accompanied	by	the	online	

hosting	of	its	sound	clips	via	South	African	History	Online.

Recently	commissioned	works	include:
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•	 As	one	of	its	largest	book	series,	on	the	South	African	struggle	

history,	 Unisa	 Press	 published	 The Road to Democracy with 

the	 South	 African	 Democracy	 Education	 Trust	 (SADET).	

Contributors	 include	 Prof	 Sifiso	 Ndlovu	 and	 a	 range	 of	

historians drawn in to create a true people’s history of events 

crucial	to	fully	mapping	this	country’s	past.

•	 Capricious Patronage and Captive Land: A socio-political 

history of resettlement and change in South Africa in the Eastern 

Cape, from 1960-2009	by	Professor	Luvuyo	Wotshela,	Director	

of	 the	National	Heritage	and	Cultural	Studies	Centre	at	 the	

University	of	Fort	Hare,	was	published	in	November	2018.
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WUP	has	the	distinction	of	being	the	oldest	university	press	in	South	Africa.	Although	Oxford	University	Press	was	in	the	country	first,	it	was	
only	a	distribution	centre;	WUP	was	the	first	scholarly	press	to	publish	in	South	Africa.

WUP	is	therefore	the	most	experienced	press	in	the	country	but	also	displays	adaptability	in	managing	the	changing	knowledge	environment.	
WUP	understands	that	academics	are	propelled	by	the	desire	for	scholarly	recognition	by	their	peers,	and	that	this	drives	them,	rather	than	
merely	snob	value,	to	want	to	publish	where	their	intellectual	peers	globally	are	publishing	–	with	prestigious	international	presses.	WUP’s	
response	is	to	move	beyond	traditional	co-publishing	to	global	distribution	through	digital	production	and	dissemination.	

As	such,	it	is	the	only	university	press	to	have	a	dedicated	digital	publisher	on	its	editorial	team.	This	allows	WUP	to	be	nimble	in	responding	
to	the	fast-moving	world	of	academic	publishing	and	to	increase	global	availability	of	its	titles.	It	is	in	the	process	of	building	a	digital	platform	
for	South	African	published	research,	sponsored	by	the	NIHSS,	which	will	create	an	online	 index	of	peer-reviewed	scholarly	books,	and	 it	
participates	in	many	international,	high-profile	publishing	initiatives.

WUP	is	a	popular	choice	for	academics.	It	receives	more	than	200	unsolicited	manuscripts	a	year,	of	which	only	about	25	are	accepted.	About	
50%	of	its	annual	publications	are	by	non-Wits	authors.	Increasingly,	WUP	also	commissions	manuscripts.	

Between	2005	and	2015,	WUP	shared	the	highest	number	of	DHET-accredited	book	publications	with	two	commercial	publishers,	Juta	and	
Palgrave	Macmillan.	This	data	is	revealed	in	Twelve Years Later: Second ASSAf report on research publishing in and from South Africa, 2018.

WUP’s	website	states	that	it	is	“committed	to	publishing	well-researched	innovative	books	for	both	academic	and	general	readers”.	The	key	
word	here	is	“innovative”	both	in	 its	areas	of	focus	as	well	as	 its	multidisciplinary	approach	to	working	across	genres.	 In	the	words	of	Prof	
Jane	Carruthers,	editor-in-chief	of	the South African Journal of Science,	WUP	publishes	“authoritative	books	that	straddle	disciplines	and	make	
people	think”.	

Consider,	for	example:

The	six	presses	in	the	USAf	report

WITS	University	Press	(WUP)

•	 Writing the Ancestral River: A biography of the Kowie by	Wits	

sociologist	Jacklyn	Cock	(2018)	links	history	to	the	landscape	

and	 environment	 through	 an	 exploration	 of	 her	 personal	

links	to	the	Eastern	Cape	area	through	the	1820	settlers.

•	 Regarding Muslims: From slavery to post-apartheid	by	Gabeba	

Baderoon	(2014)	draws	on	popular	culture,	visual	art,	bodily	

practices,	oral	narratives	and	a	rich	body	of	literature	to	reveal	

the	complexity	of	contributions	brought	to	the	South	African	

narrative	by	Muslims.
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WUP	supports	many	of	the	research	areas	that	its	university	is	recognised	for.	In	the	1940s	it	began	publishing	the	classic	African Treasury 

series	and	produced	the	first	English-isiZulu	dictionary.	It	has	a	large	backlist	that	ranges	from	archaeology	and	palaeontology	to	art	and	

history.	

It	 has	 consistently	 published	 political	 books	 that	 speak	 to	 the	moment	 but	 have	 an	

enduring	value.	Recently,	these	have	ranged	from	a	series	on	contemporary	democratic	

Marxism	(edited	by	Vishwas	Satgar)	to	a	volume	of	the	prison	correspondence	of	Robert	

Mangaliso	 Sobukwe.	 Decolonisation in Universities: The politics of knowledge edited by 

Jonathan	Jansen	(2019)	reflects	on	issues	raised	by	the	2016/2017	student	movements	

and	 includes	 contributions	by	 leading	academics	 such	as	Achille	Mbembe,	Mahmood	

Mamdani	and	Crain	Soudien.	

In	 2019,	WUP	 started	publishing	 the Wits Journal of Clinical Medicine,	 a	 peer-reviewed	

OA	publication	edited	by	Prof	Pravin	Manga,	which	aims	to	provide	an	opportunity	for	

emerging	researchers	to	publish	their	work	for	free.

WUP	is	winning	accolades.	The	NIHSS	has	recognised	the	value	of	its	scholarly	publications	

in	its	annual	awards,	which	have	been	made	to	a	diverse	range	of	titles	including:

•	 Changing Space, Changing City: Johannesburg after apartheid edited	by	Philip	Harrison,	Graeme	Gotz,	Alison	Todes	and	Chris	Wray	

(2017).

•	 Sol Plaatje’s Native Life in South Africa: Past and present edited	by	Janet	Remmington,	Brian	Willan	and	Bhekizizwe	Peterson	(2018).

Apartheid and the Making of a Black Psychologist	by	Chabani	Manganyi	won	the	2018	ASSAf	Humanities	Book	Award.

Thinking Freedom in Africa: Toward a theory of emancipatory politics by	Michael	Neocosmos	won	the	2017	Frantz	Fanon	Outstanding	Book	

Award	of	the	Caribbean	Philosophical	Association.	
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www.usaf.ac.za

The	Office	of	the	CEO	of	Universities	SA	(USAf):

+27	12	030	0650	/	admin@usaf.ac.za
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South Africa’s Presses:
Essent ia l  to  the k nowledge enterpr ise


