A growing dissatisfaction with current syllabi and teaching models/methodologies has underpinned the social movement for
transformation in higher education, especially since the 2015 student protests. If access to university studies and the
diversification of student profiles were a feature of the first two decades of democracy, then recent developments have
spurred a return to the meaning of the curriculum and what is also described as the ‘decolonial turn’. Strengthening the
humanities and the sciences’ capacity to engage these challenges and contribute to equitable development requires
research that can inspire practical techniques to reform the South African curriculum.
COVID-19 has disrupted customary teaching and learning processes and effectively exacerbated the inequity that is at the
core of the teaching, learning and knowledge project. The pandemic has forced us to adopt a ‘new normal’ and it suggests
that curriculum transformation should factor in changes that go beyond structural and material issues.
What relevance does this have for the human and social? The “decolonial turn” (aligned to the broader concept of
decolonisation) is a nuanced, layered and sliding signifier, and despite its conceptual slipperiness, the insights, and debate
that it spurs provides a framework for critiquing and thinking about the education transformation project. This takes two
forms: (1) the `epistemological' case in which decolonisation is seen as constitutive of reorganising and rethinking
knowledge; and, (2) the `historical' case in which decolonisation is seen as playing an unprecedented role in reviewing and
reconstituting social relations and identities in contemporary society.
This Webinar presented insights from four (of the 30) pilot projects drawn from a multi-university project led by the
University of Pretoria. The projects, titled Unsettling Paradigms, were funded by the Andrew W Mellon Foundation. These
insights were preceded by two presentations that provided some context. All presentations were followed by two
respondents and a facilitated Q & A session.
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Remarks by USAf CEO, Prof Ahmed Bawa
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“Talking about Indigenous music”, Dr Boudina McConnachie (Rhodes)
“Recovering subterranean archives”, Dr Uhuru Phalafala (Stellenbosch)
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Prof Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni, University of Beyreuth (Germany)
Siseko H Kumalo, Doctoral candidate in Political Theory, University of Pretoria
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Mic hael Chapman is currently a researcher-in-residence at the Durban University of Technology while he remains a
professor emeritus and fellow of the University of KwaZulu-Natal, and a fellow of the Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced
Study. A member of the Academy of Science of South Africa, he is the recipient of the English Academy of Southern Africa
Gold Medal and the Human Sciences Research Council Medal for the Social Sciences and Humanities. As a lecturer at the
University of South Africa in the late 1970s and early 80s, Chapman argued for the transformation of syllabuses in English
Studies from an over-reliance on the British ‘Great Tradition’ to the representation of works from South Africa and the rest
of Africa. Key publications included the anthology, A Century of South African Poetry (1981), which, as The New Century of
South African Poetry , underwent its third iteration in 2018; the anthology of essays, Soweto Poetry (1982; 2007); The
‘Drum’ Decade: Stories from the 1950s (1989; 2001) and, in 2016, Green in Black-and-White Times. His 600-page
history, Southern African Literatures (1996; 2003), provoked controversy by jettisoning the then practice of separate
‘ethnic’ literary histories for a single history that refuses language and race separation. As one critic put it, “Southern
African Literatures will become an enduring point of reference, a book that scholars will not be able to ignore, even when
they want to.” Recently Chapman published an article, “To Decolonise: Where to, the Humanities?” and, in press, has an
article, “Elephant, Chameleon and Lizard: English Studies in and beyond the Time of Covid-19”.

Sis ek o H. Kumalo, is a PhD candidate working in the area of Political Philosophy, with a specific focus on the question
of belonging and national identity in South Africa at the University of Pretoria. He holds a Master of Arts (Cum Laude) in
Political Philosophy from the University of Pretoria’s Department of Political Sciences. He received his formative training
from Rhodes University where he read in Political and International Studies, Anthropology and Philosophy. His research
and teaching interests centre around themes of education decolonisation in the South African academe. He is the
founding Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Decolonising Disciplines , a journal dedicated to decolonising disciplinary
knowledge across faculties in higher education. His research aims to substantively engage Indigenous epistemes in the
South African university through focusing on the intellectual contributions of Indigenous intellectuals such as SEK Mqhayi,
WW Gqoba and Mazisi Kunene. Siseko is the editor of the forthcoming volume entitled The South African Epistemic
Decolonial Turn: A Global Perspective (HSRC Press). He has recently co-guest edited ‘Confronting the Complexities of
Decolonising Curricula and Pedagogy in Higher Education’, a special issue that appears with Third World Thematics . His
most recent publications include Justice through Higher Education: Revisiting the White Paper 3 of 1993, published
with Higher Education Quarterly , Resurrecting the Black Archive through the Decolonisation of Philosophy in South Africa,
published with Third World Thematics and ‘Curriculating from the Black Archive: Marginality as Novelty’ published in Critical
Studies in Teaching and Learning. He serves on the Editorial Collective of Stilet, the Tydskrif vir Letterkunde Association as
well as the Literary Association of South Africa’s Executive Committee. Siseko was a Mandela Rhodes Scholar (2017).

Boudina Mc Connac hie (PhD) is a lecturer in Ethnomusicology at Rhodes University. She is an African musical arts
(AMA) activist with a particular interest in musical arts pedagogy. Boudina completed her undergraduate music degree
majoring in African music (uhadi and mbira) and classical flute and was a music teacher at a government school in the
Eastern Cape for over ten years. She completed her masters specializing in Indigenous Knowledge and copyright and her
PhD in African music curriculum development. Boudina has written two books, Listen and Learn, Music Made Easy (2012)
and My Music, My Classroom- Umculo Wam, Iklasi Yam (2016) and contributed towards the development of a Marimba
Ensemble Teaching and Learning Guide (2016) for the NGO, Access Music Project (AMP). In 2018 she was named one of
ten emerging African scholars to research various aspects of African music in the Mellon supranational grant for the PanAfrican Music Initiative run through the University of Cape Town. She is an investigator on the Mellon “Unsettling
Paradigms/Decolonial Turn” project and serves on the Journal of the Musical Arts in Africa editorial team.

Rele
ebohile
e (Lebo) Mole
ets ane is Professor and the JL Dube Chair in Rural Education in the School of Education at the
University of KwaZulu-Natal. As part of her Chair in rural education, she has worked in South African rural schools and
communities, focusing on teacher development around such issues as poverty alleviation, HIV & AIDS, gender inequality
and gender-based violence as barriers to education and development. Moletsane’s work focuses on working with girls and
young women to address sexual violence in rural communities. She is co-PI (with Prof Reitumetse Mabokela, University of
Illinois) on the Andrew Mellon Foundation-funded project: Neoliberalism, Gender and Curriculum Transformation in Higher
Education (2019-2022); and a PI of the project: Re)Centering rurality and uncovering the hidden curriculum in higher
education spaces: Narratives of rural-origin students in a South African university . Using participatory arts-based methods,
the project aims to understand how rural-origin students in higher education spaces experience, respond to and contest
the hidden curriculum, and to establish how these experiences and responses can inform transformation. She is co-editor
(with Barbara Pini and Martin Mills), Education and the Global Rural: Feminist perspectives (2016, Routledge) and co-editor
with Claudia Mitchell of Disrupting Shameful Legacies: Girls and Young Women Speak Back Through the Arts to Address
Sexual Violence (2018, Brill/Sense Publishers). Additionally, she co-authored (with Sharlene Swartz and Alude Mahali and
others, Studying while Black: Race, education and emancipation in South African universities. (2018, HSRC Press). She is
an elected member of the Academy of Sciences of South Africa (ASSaF).

Sabelo
o J . Ndlo
ov u-Gats heni is currently Full Professor and Chair of Epistemologies of the Global South with Emphasis
on Africa at the University of Bayreuth in Germany. Before this current position, Professor Ndlovu-Gatsheni worked as
Research Professor and Director of Scholarship at the Department of Leadership and Transformation (DLT) in the Principal
and Vice-Chancellor’s Office at the University of South Africa (UNISA). He is also the founder of the Africa Decolonial
Research Network (ADERN) based in at the University of South Africa. He is a member of the Academy of Science of
South Africa (ASSAf); a Fellow of the African Studies Centre (ASC) in the Netherlands; a Research Associate at the
Ferguson Centre for African and Asian Studies at The Open University in the United Kingdom, and a Research Associate
at the Department of Political Science at the University of Pretoria. Professor Ndlovu-Gatsheni has published over a
hundred publications and his major book publications include The Ndebele Nation: Reflections on Hegemony, Memory and
Historiography (Amsterdam & Pretoria: Rosenberg Publishers & UNISA Press, 2009); Do ‘Zimbabweans’ Exist?
Trajectories of Nationalism, National Identity Formation and Crisis in a Postcolonial State (Oxford & Bern: Peter Lang
International Academic Publishers, 2009); Redemptive or Grotesque Nationalism? Rethinking Contemporary Politics in
Zimbabwe (Oxford & Bern: Peter Lang International Academic Publishers, 2011) co-edited with James
Muzondidya; Empire, Global Coloniality and African Subjectivity (New York & Oxford: Berghahn Books, June 2013);

Coloniality of Power in Postcolonial Africa: Myths of Decolonization (Dakar: CODESRIA, 2013); Nationalism and National Projects in Southern Africa: New Critical
Reflections (Pretoria: Africa Institute of South Africa, 2013) co-edited with Finex Ndhlovu; Bondage of Boundaries and Identity Politics in Postcolonial Africa: The
‘Northern Problem’ and Ethno-Futures (Pretoria: Africa Institute of South Africa, 2013) co-edited with Brilliant Mhlanga; Mugabeism? History, Politics and Power in
Zimbabwe (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, August 2015); Decolonizing the University, Knowledge Systems and Disciplines ( North Carolina, Carolina Academic
Press, April 2016) co-edited with Siphamandla Zondi; The Decolonial Mandela: Peace, Justice and Politics of Life (New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books, March
2016); Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo of Zimbabwe: Politics, Power and Memory (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017; and Epistemic Freedom in Africa:
Deprovincialization and Decolonization (London & New York: Routledge, July 2018). His latest publication is Decolonization, Development and Knowledge in Africa:
Turning Over A New Leaf (Routledge, May 2020).

Ruk s ana Os man is Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) at the University of the Witwatersrand. She holds the UNESCO
Chair in Teacher Education for Diversity and Development at the University of the Witwatersrand. She is the former Dean
of the Faculty of Humanities and Head of the Wits School of Education also at the University of the Witwatersrand.
Ruksana has extensive teaching and research experience in the field of teacher education and higher education. She has
an established reputation for impactful scholarly work in the broad fields of higher education policy, pedagogy and students
lived experiences of equity and access to higher education. She has published her work internationally and locally in each
of these areas and in a variety of journals and books. She is known for the connections she has made between research
centred and research led approaches to learning and teaching and the transformative practices of learning contexts likes
schools and universities. Her research and teaching are fundamentally interconnected and draw on and build on three
decades of experience in higher education. She has received multiple competitive grants recognising the quality and
relevance of her work in higher education as a teacher, and as a researcher in pursuit of socially just education. She is also
co-editor of Research-led teacher education: Case studies of possibilities (2012); Large Class Pedagogy: Interdisciplinary
perspectives for quality higher education (2013); Service Learning in South Africa (2013); Transforming Teaching and
Learning in Higher Education: Towards a Socially Just Pedagogy in a global context (2017) and Teacher Education for
Diversity: Conversations from the Global South (2018).

Uhuru Phala
afala
a (PhD, University of Cape Town) is a lecturer in the English department at Stellenbosch University. She
is the 2019 African Humanities Program fellow. Her research interests are material cultures, archives, apartheid- & Cold
War-era cultural circuitries, black internationalism, translation, decoloniality, and world literatures. She heads a Mellonfunded research project ‘Recovering Subterranean Archives’. She is the co-editor of a Safundi Special Issue on “ Cultural
Solidarities: Apartheid and itineraries of expressive culture”, and is completing her book project Black Radical Traditions
From The South: Keorapetse Kgositsile and the Black Arts Movement.

Va
V
as u Reddy is Professor of Sociology, and Dean of the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Pretoria, South Africa.
He is an elected member of the Academy of Sciences of South Africa (ASSaF) and an NRF B rated scientist. His research
interests are genders, sexualities, poverty/inequalities, HIV/AIDS, decoloniality and public intellectuals from an interpretive
social science lens. Beyond articles, some book length publications are From Social Silence to Social Science:
Perspectives on Same-Sex Sexuality, HIV/AIDS and Gender in South Africa (lead editor, HSRC Press, 2009); Care in
Context: Transnational Gender Perspectives (lead editor, 2014; HSRC Press); Queer in Africa: LGBTQI Identities,
Citizenship and Activism (co-editor, 2018; Routledge); Queer Kinship: South African perspectives on the sexual politics of
family-making and belonging (co-editor, UNISA Press & Routledge, in 2018) and State of the Nation: Poverty and
Inequalities (co-editor, HSRC Press 2019). Forthcoming in 2020 is The Fabric of Dissent: Public Intellectuals in South
Africa (lead editor, HSRC Press) and in 2021 State of the Nation 2020: An ethical approach to addressing poverty and
inequality (co-editor, HSRC Press). He is also the PI of the Mellon Funded Project: “Unsettling Paradigms: The Decolonial
Turn in the Humanities Curriculum” (a national project with eight research-intensive universities).
See http://unsettlingparadigms.co.za/

