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Aim 

§ The urgency (depth, intensity, scale) of the sustainability transformation
§ Modality of community engagement 
§ Modality of engagement on sustainability
§ Emerging nodes of leadership and excellent
§ USAf challenge
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“We are facing a global crisis. We 
are totally dependent upon the 
natural world. It supplies us with 
every oxygen-laden breath we take 
and every mouthful of food we eat. 
But we are currently damaging it so 
profoundly that many of its natural 
systems are now on the verge of 
breakdown.”
David Attenborough











Model of community engagement 

§ Institutionalised and embedded (including in the market 
functioning of universities)

§ Working “in partnership” with communities for mutual 
benefit

§ Is there a more evolved model?
§ Very few institutions link community engagement to the 

sustainability transformation 





§ Galvanizing individual universities behind a common 
sustainability transformation challenge

§ Re-focusing the work of the existing institutional 
architecture for community engagement

§ Creating an enduring node for inter-university co-
operation on sustainability

HOW CAN COMMUNITY BE REFRACTED THROUGH 
THE COMMUNITY LENS MORE PROMINENTLY?



§ 2030 Strategic Plan

As we step into the next decade, the 
drive for sustainability is non-
negotiable in a world where the demand 
for natural resources has far outstripped 
supply and we are facing climate change, 
pollution and severe shortages of life-
supporting ecosystems such as fresh 
water. The University has focused on 
harnessing its research excellence in 
sustainability science to achieve a 
sustainable, green campus with the 
implementation of critical projects for 
water, energy, waste, green policies and 
infrastructure development.





“[T]he pandemic has highlighted the need for all of us to be 
socially responsible - to take care of ourselves and care for 
others - be responsible for ourselves and be responsible for 
others. The current discourse on the re-imagination of 
higher education reflects the lexicon of CE  … [that] the 
purpose of HEIs is for the public good; social and civic 
responsibility; care and compassion; community 
development.”

Towards a new model of community engagement 
for the sustainability transformation

The Engaged University



Conclusion 



Thank you 
_________________

Please send questions and comments 
to Tracy-Lynn.Field@wits.ac.za


