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EDHE enlists the Oxford University Innovation expertise at its 
Innovation Ecosystems workshop   
The Entrepreneurship Development in Higher Education (EDHE) Programme’s Kick-off event for 
2022, starting today, takes the form of a workshop on Innovation Systems and Academic 
Entrepreneurship, that will be facilitated by experts from Oxentia Ltd, a division of Oxford 
University Innovation. Having recently led and concluded a Baseline Study on Commercialisation 
of Research in South African Universities, Oxentia Ltd consultants will feed some of the findings 
of that study into this workshop.  

Also presenting some topics will be academics from at least five of South Africa’s universities.  

The British Council, which funded both the Commercialisation of Research study and this 
workshop, shares Universities South Africa’s objectives to support the development and 
advancement of entrepreneurial universities in South Africa. By collaborating on specific projects 
with USAf, through EDHE, the British Council and other partners seek to address graduate 
unemployment and the need for universities to grow third income streams by strengthening the 
capacity of leaders and universities to advance entrepreneurship within their institutions.   

This year’s two-day workshop is intended to provide participants with insights into best practices, 
approaches, and strategies to translate research into meaningful and impactful outputs. This 
workshop will support the South African higher education sector’s ambition to bridge the research, 
innovation, and entrepreneurship divide, thus encouraging commercially focussed research and 
graduates who are positioned to participate in the economy through entrepreneurial approaches.  

The workshop is expected to increase participants' capacity for research commercialization, as 
well as provide academics with insights into best practices, approaches, and strategies for 
assisting university students and researchers in translating their research into meaningful and 
impactful outputs. Nearly 200 people are expected to attend the event, with half of them attending 
in person and the other half participating virtually. 

The workshop will explore numerous topics including the following: 

• What is academic entrepreneurship? Why do you need it? 

• The importance of innovation ecosystem(s) 

• Challenges and risks in innovation 

• Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities commercialisation 

• Mechanisms for achieving economic and social impact 
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• Knowledge Exchange and Commercialisation in your institution 

• Practical tools and resources for researchers and TTOs 

• Mechanisms for achieving economic and social impact and  

• Measuring the impact research 

The Baseline Study on Commercialisation of Research in South African Universities, carried out 
between December 2021 and January 2022, investigated the state of research commercialisation 
in universities, intending to find national evidence to inform future collaborations in cross-cutting 
themes of research, innovation, entrepreneurship, and commercialisation. In 2019, the British 
Council funded EDHE’s Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Baseline Research Study, findings of which 
are now forming the basis of a national entrepreneurship policy for South Africa’s higher 
education.  
 
Founded in 2016, the EDHE Programme is widely acknowledged in the higher education sector 
as an answer to South Africa's high unemployment. The programme is currently in Phase Two, 
pursuing goals to a) equip every student and graduate for economic participation through 
entrepreneurial activity; b) support academics across disciplines to develop entrepreneurship 
through teaching, learning and research; and c) support universities as entrepreneurial and 
innovative ecosystems, which includes relevant policy development. EDHE’s overarching theme 
for 2022 is #MoveToMarket.  

EDHE is a programme of the Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET) being 
implemented and administered under the auspices of Universities South Africa (USAf). It is funded 
through the DHET’s University Capacity Development Programme. 

 

For further details, contact: 
Ms. Zana Boshoff -- Project Manager: EDHE 
+27 12 030 0672 
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